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 Minutes of Naas Municipal District 

held at 2:00pm on Tuesday 15 March 2016 

in the Council Chamber, Áras Chill Dara, Naas. 

 

 

Members Present: Councillor D Callaghan (Mayor), Councillors A Breen, F Brett,  

B Hillis, C Kelly, S Moore, S O’Neill, R Power and D Scully  

 

Present:                  Ms S Kavanagh (District Manager), Mr N Morrissey (Director of 

Services), Mr D Reel (Municipal District Engineer), 

Ms E Wright and Mr K Kavanagh (Senior Executive Officers), 

Mr G Duff (Administrative Officer), Mr D Hodgins (Senior Executive 

Engineer), Ms A Gough (Meetings Administrator) and 

Ms D Heavey-Sharpe (Meetings Secretary)  

 

 

NS01/1603 

Election of Mayor for the Unexpired Term of the Year 

Councillor Brett requested nominations for the position of Mayor of the Naas Municipal 

District for the unexpired term of the year. Councillor Callaghan was proposed by Councillor 

Power as Mayor of the Naas Municipal District for the unexpired term of the year and this 

was seconded by Councillor Kelly.  Councillor Brett requested a show of hands in favour of 

Councillor Callaghan, 6 in favour, 2 abstained, as there were no other nominations 

Councillor Callaghan was deemed to be elected.  

 

Councillor Callaghan took the chair, thanked her fellow Councillors for their support and 

stated that she was honoured to take the office of Mayor for the Naas Municipal District.  As 

the first female Mayor of the Naas Municipal District she hoped it would encourage other 

young women to get involved in local government.  She stated that she is the third 

generation of the Callaghan family to represent the electorate.  Councillor Callaghan stated 

that she looked forward to working with everyone as Mayor over the remainder of the year.  

Councillor Callaghan congratulated Deputy Lawless on his recent election to Dáil Éireann  

and welcomed fellow co-opted member Councillor Carmel Kelly.  Councillor Callaghan 

stated, as a co-opted member also she has found it to be a great experience and offered 
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Councillor Kelly her support.  Councillor Callaghan also noted that it was great to see that 

there is now four women representing the Naas Municipal District. 

 

NS02/1603 

Minutes and progress report 

The members considered the minutes of the last municipal district meeting held on 16 

February 2016, together with the progress report. 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Hillis, seconded by Councillor Moore, that the 

minutes be confirmed and taken as read.  The members noted the progress report. 

 

NS03/1603 

Matters Arising 

Proposed renaming of a location to commemorate 1916 (NS06/1602) 

Councillor Moore stated that this item is also linked to a motion he proposed earlier in the 

year regarding the renaming of An Nás to Nás na Ríogh.  Councillor Moore stated that he felt 

that there is a need for a sub-committee to be formed in order to put together a plebisite.  

Councillor Callaghan enquired if Councillor Moore would like to spearhead this sub-

committee.  Councillor Scully proposed a 3 member committee would be sufficient, this was 

seconded by Councillor Hillis.  Councillor Moore agreed stating that he wished to be part of 

this committee and any members interested in this sub-committee should make contact with 

him after the meeting.   

 

Bus Stop - Main Street Naas  

Councillor Scully stated that he was concerned with the time taken to complete these works 

and commented that the contractor has not completed the job to a sufficient standard.  He 

requested clarification as to when these works will be complete.  The District Engineer stated 

that he was aware that the works were not complete and was expecting the contractor to 

complete resurfacing works next Monday or Tuesday night. 

 

Public Light at Rathasker Heights  (NS04/1501 & NS07/1507) 

Councillor Scully queried a previous motion in relation to the installation of a public light at 

Rathasker Heights, Naas where the members unanimously agreed with his motion and 

stated that funding was identified but the works have not been carried out.  The District 

Manager stated that this was a matter for the public lighting department and she would follow 

up on the issue after the meeting.  Councillor Moore noted that the bus hub on the north 
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bound side of main street, Naas is being used by a ferrybus as a waiting point leaving only 

room for one other long bus causing obstructions when a second bus arrives to pull in.  

Resolved that the District Manager would follow up with the public lighting unit regarding the 

lights in Rathasker Heights. 

 

Proposed pedestrian crossing at Oldtown, Sallins Road, Naas (NS11/1512) 

Councillor Moore enquired if this location can be changed as residents are disputing the 

position of the pedestrian crossing on the Sallins side.  The Senior Executive Engineer, 

Traffic Management Section stated that this entrance is to be signalised.    

 

NS04/1603 

Adopt Schedule of Municipal District Works 2016 

The District Manager stated that it was necessary to have a special meeting to agree the list 

of proposed schedule of municipal district works 2016.  The district manager will circulate 

figures and a proposed time for a special meeting to the members.  All members agreed. 

 

NS05/1603 

Draft County Parking Policy 

The Director of Services for Roads, Transportation and Public Safety outlined that the 

objective of a county wide parking policy was to bring consistency throughout the county.  

Councillor Scully as the chair of the Strategic Policy Committee responsible for the draft 

county parking policy document also outlined the rationale.  A discussion ensued regarding 

the proposed county parking policy.  In reply to queries from the members the Director of 

Services stated that there was no intention to change any of the towns bye-laws, and 

confirmed that there is no clamping in local authority car parks and will consider stating this 

in the policy document.  He also took on board the suggestion of park by text from Councillor 

Power and stated that this would be looked at.  The Director of Services also noted 

Councillor O’Neill’s concerns in relation to pricing.  Councillor Brett stated that he had 

concerns over the suspension of pay parking at Christmas and felt that funds collected over 

this period could be put to greater use. The Director of Services stated that he would collate 

the views of the members at each municipal district meeting and ultimately the five chairs will 

meet to discuss.   
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NS06/1603 

Monthly Report of National Transport Authority Projects 

The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor O’Neill 

That the council provide a monthly report of all the National Transport Authority projects 

currently submitted for the Naas Municipal District area, their status, a reason if there is 

delay, estimated completion date, this report should also indicate if the project has been 

approved and a reason if it was rejected.  

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor O’Neill and seconded by Councillor Power. 

 

A report from the Roads, Transportation and Public Safety department was circulated to the 

members advising that a number of meetings have been held with the National Transport 

Authority to discuss the level of funding to be allocated to Kildare County Council. To date, 

there has been no confirmation from that Authority on funding for 2016. With regard to on-

going reporting - updates will be provided to the members as new information and progress 

is available and at a minimum, on a quarterly basis.  

 

Councillor O’Neill stated that she did not accept the report as her request for a list of projects 

currently with the National Transport Authority on an excel spreadsheet was not an 

unreasonable request.  She stated that she was tired of questions not being answered 

sufficiently and requested a written report for next month.  Ms. Wright apologised to 

Councillor O’Neill if the question was misinterpreted and not answered to her satisfaction.  

She stated that she will provide details of projects put forward to the National Transport 

Authority for funding.  Councillor Scully enquired if there was an update in relation to the 

works at Dublin road, Naas and what monies have been spent?  In response to Councillor 

Scully’s enquiry, Ms. Wright stated that an update of past and future spend will be provided 

for the April meeting.  Mr. Hodgins stated that the Part VIII will be going forward for the 

members consideration at the April meeting. 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor O’Neill and seconded by Councillor Power that 

details of projects put forward to the National Transport Authority for funding be provided for 

the April meeting and details of past and future spend by Kildare County Council on the 

works at Dublin Road, Naas be provided for the April meeting also.  

 

 

 



Kildare County Council  

Page 5 of 10 

NS07/1603 

Filter Light at Craddockstown Road/School Junction 

The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor O’Neill 

That the council provide a filter light for traffic coming from the Ballymore roundabout turning 

right into the Craddockstown Road/School junction as increased volumes for the school have 

seen many cars taking chances and a build up of traffic at this location at peak times.  

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor O’Neill and seconded by Councillor Power. 

 

A report from the Roads, Transportation and Public Safety department was circulated to the 

members advising that as part of the planning permission for the Craddockstown School 

Campus special transportation levies were allocated to upgrade the junction and the link to 

the school. The development levy funding will contribute to the adjustments to the traffic 

lights in coordination with the provision of a footpath, the design of which is nearing 

completion.  It is anticipated that these works will be completed in 2016. 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor O’Neill and seconded by Councillor Power that the 

report be noted. 

 

NS08/1603 

Corbans Lane, Naas 

The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Moore 

That the Directors of Roads or Planning or Chief Executive give the details of any Official 

Order declaring the Public Road, known as Corbans Lane, Naas, to be closed or abandoned  

at its junction with South Main Street, Naas or of any proposal placed before elected 

members for approval of abandonment or closure or can officials identify if any 

representations were received for the closure of that public route or if any oral hearing was 

held on the proposed closure and the outcome of that hearing. 

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Moore and seconded by Councillor Scully. 

 

A report from the Roads, Transportation and Public Safety department was circulated to the 

members advising that Kildare County Council Road Section is currently examining the 

query and retrieving the relevant Naas Town Council files.  A response to the motion will be 

provided at the April meeting.    
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Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Moore and seconded by Councillor Scully that the 

roads department provide a report for the April meeting giving details of any official order 

declaring the public road, known as Corbans Lane, Naas to be closed or abandoned at its 

junction with South Main Street, Naas or of any proposal placed before elected members for 

approval of abandonment or closure or identify if any representations were received for the 

closure of that public route or if any oral hearing was held on the proposed closure and the 

outcome of that hearing. 

 

NS09/1603 

Road Works on the Kilcullen Road 

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor O’Neill 

Is work on the Kilcullen Road complete between the roundabout and Pipers Hill and if not 

what is outstanding? 

 

A report from the Roads, Transportation and Public Safety Section was circulated to the 

members advising that the works are now substantially completed.  However some road 

markings and landscaping have to be completed which are weather dependant and also 

snags.  A road safety audit stage 3 will be carried out on the completed works during day 

and night time hours shortly. 

Resolved that the report be noted. 

 

NS10/1603 

Public Service and Amenity Path Moanbane Residential Community 

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor Moore 

Can a report be obtained on the condition and considered need for remedial works of the 

public service and amenity path from the Moanbane Residential Community into Kilcullen 

town? 

 

A report from the Roads, Transportation and Public Safety Section was circulated to the 

members advising that the municipal district office notes the section of footpath in question 

and also notes that there is no footpath on the opposite side of the road. The office has 

requested funding from the National Transport Authority to provide a new footpath on the 

opposite side of the road but has not been advised to date of any allocation for 2016. 

Currently the office does not have funding to provide a new footpath or to upgrade the 
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existing path. These projects may be considered by the members in the context of the Local 

Property Tax funding for 2016. 

 

Councillor Moore noted the report but enquired about the councils application to the National 

Transport Authority for funding to provide a new footpath on the opposite side of the road 

and if this would affect his request.  The District Manager stated that the members can still 

apply for funding for works in the specified area. 

Resolved that the report be noted. 

 

NS11/1603 

Draft Sallins Local Area Plan 2016 - 2022 

The members considered the Chief Executive's report on the submissions/observations on 

the proposed material alterations to the draft Sallins Local Area Plan 2016 - 2022 and to 

make, amend or revoke the Local Area Plan under section 20 (3) of the Planning and 

Development Acts 2000 - 2015. 

 

A report was received from the Planning Department informing the members that this was 

adopted at the Special Meeting held on Wednesday 9 March 2016. 

Resolved that this was adopted at a special meeting held on Wednesday 9 March 2016. 

 

NS12/1603 

Count Centre Staff for Elections 

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor O’Neill 

Can the council explain how the count centre staff for elections in Punchestown are hired 

and what is the criteria for these positions. 

 

A report from Corporate Services Department was circulated to the members advising that 

this is a matter for the County Registrar. 

Resolved that the report be noted. 

 

NS13/1603 

Monread Community Centre 

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor Moore 

Now that all planning requirements and public objections have been successfully processed, 

can the Chief Executive now identify when the Monread Community Centre will commence? 
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The District Manager stated that she would follow up on this as an update is needed from the 

developer.  She also stated that a discussion was required on the proposed uses and 

management of the centre and would discuss further at the April meeting.  Councillor Moore 

stated that he was not aware of any objections and requested that this project be proceeded 

without further delay.  Mr. Kavanagh stated that this project has gone through the Part VIII 

process and all objections were dealt with during that process. 

Resolved that this item will be discussed further at the April meeting. 

 

NS14/1603 

Enhancement of Site known as The Famine Graveyard 

The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Moore 

That, subject to a financial package being arranged, members of Naas Municipal District 

agree in principle to the enhancement of the 3 acre site known as The Famine Graveyard, 

Naas, near Naas General Hospital, into a communal Kildare Remembrance Graveyard with 

a number of landscaped featured sites designed to remember a) Naas Workhouse/Famine  

Victims, b) 1916 Patriots, c) Kildare Suicide Victims and d) Kildare Road Accident Victims, 

which are easily accessible and an idyllic location for such a County Kildare requirement. 

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Moore and seconded by Councillor Scully. 

 

A report from the Senior Executive Parks Superintendent was circulated to members 

advising that there are a number of issues that need to be considered in relation to this 

proposal. These are:  

(i) There is already existing memorials provided or planned for 1916 and those affected by 

suicide in Naas.  

(ii) Consultation would need to take place with the Heritage Officer and the Roads Safety 

Officer in relation to the location, enhancement of the area and considerations in relation to 

its existing heritage and possible archaeological sensitivities.  

(iii)  It is questionable whether this is a suitable location for remembrance due to the fact that 

the site is relatively isolated and has limited passive surveillance and is backed onto by 

houses on one side. Therefore any enhancement of the area could result in attracting 

antisocial behaviour which would in turn lead to issues of sensitivity associated with 

commemorations being suggested. It may therefore be prudent to consider alternative and 

more suitable locations. 
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(iv) The Parks Section have a large works programme of existing commitments within the 

Naas Municipal District for 2016 and across the other Municipal Areas. Therefore it will not 

be possible to allocate resources to this proposal should it be decided to progress it in 2016.  

 

Councillor Moore enquired what memorials were planned for Naas in relation to 1916 and 

made reference to the HOPE foundation in Newbridge, a suicide group who after being 

refused access to erect a memorial in Donadea Forest Park specifically asked about access 

to The Famine Graveyard in Naas for a proposed memorial to victims of suicide.  Councillor 

Moore requested that a one site location for memorials which are currently on the side of 

roads be identified and that this item be referred to the Roads, Transportation and Public 

Safety Strategic Policy Committee for review.   

The Senior Executive Parks, Superintendent stated that the Decade of Commemorations 

Committee have elected to place a garden in the grounds of  Áras Chill Dara to consist of 

seven limestone columns, he also stated that a tree was planted in Monread Park, Naas last 

year on behalf of another suicide group.  Councillor Moore accepted the comments and 

noted that the old famine wall was missing sections and suggested that the reconstruction of 

this wall would make a terrific project for outside groups who could take a combined 

approach.   The Senior Executive Parks, Superintendent stated that he would need to talk to 

the historic groups as this is a famine project and will consider the possibility of an upgrade.     

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Moore and seconded by Councillor Scully that (i) A 

one site location for memorials which are currently on the side of roads be identified and 

referred to the Strategic Policy Committee for Roads to review, (ii) The old famine wall which 

is missing sections be considered as a possible project for outside groups who could take a 

combined approach to the reconstruction of the wall, (iii) The Senior Executive Parks, 

Superintendent to speak with the historic groups in relation to a possible upgrade of this site 

as it is a famine project. 

 

NS15/1603 

Easter Parade 

The Mayor of Naas Municipal District Councillor Callaghan extended an invitation to the 

Easter Parade in Naas to her fellow members.  
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NS16/1603 

New Mayor of Naas Municipal District 

The members offered their congratulations and support to Councillor Callaghan on her role 

as Mayor of Naas Municipal District.  The members also extended their congratulations to 

newly co-opted member Councillor Kelly.  

 

 NS17/1603 

Public Consultation Day regarding Cycle Routes 

Ms. Wright advised the members of an upcoming public consultation day on the 22 March 

2016 in Naas Town Hall regarding cycle routes.  She stated that the developers would be 

available to meet the elected members privately prior to meeting the public to discuss if they 

so wished.  Councillor Scully stated that a meeting with the developers after the public 

consultation day would be preferable and suggested meeting them before their April 

municipal district meeting.  All members agreed. 

Resolved that a meeting with the developers be arranged for before the April Municipal 

District Meeting. 

 

The meeting concluded. 

 

 


